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ESSAY

Flipping 
Classrooms
BY FRED VERBOON

There is a number of interesting ICT enabled projects 
that offer teachers chances to rethink education. Most 
of them enable teachers to offer a more individual and 
self paced way of learning. One of the most promising 
movements is called “Flipping Classrooms”.

The Friday Institute for educational innovation < weblink (www.fi .ncsu.edu) 

study ways of effective education and differentiates the following levels 

of rigor: remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate, create and pub-

lish. According to Dr Lodge McCammon, teachers traditionally spend the 

vast majority of the available classroom time on delivery and review of 

content. Only a small percentage is spent on application. This application 

of content is usually done at home. Traditional education therefore offers 

only the fi rst two levels in the class room and the third at home…

Another interesting argument for innovation is that in the traditional class-

room setting, teachers focus on the middle group of a class. Students 

just follow the pace that the teacher offers. This leaves a group of higher 
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iNNovATivE EDUcATioN ThE ENTrEprENASiUm proGrAm

The entreprenasium 
Program
when asked who wanted to give an interview, Sven 
langbroek (14 years old) eagerly said yes. we meet in 
a classroom that serves as the basis for Entrepreneurial 
students. Students use it as their base camp to develop 
their ideas and plan their education. 

Entreprenasium students plan their own learning 
activities. They ask the teacher what the core objectives 
are, link them to their own learning goals and propose 
learning activities. They have to pass all regular exams 
and tests. only if they pass all exams, they are allowed 
to continue the Entreprenasium program.

By frED vErBooN
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ThE ENTrEprENASiUm proGrAm

Soon after the interview, a presentation starts that Sven has orga-

nized with his Entreprenasium students: the municipality of Emmen 

has nominated Entreprenasium for the “National Young Rural 

Award” and this afternoon, the jury will listen to Sven and his class 

mates and judge his Entreprenasium class. Sven takes care of the 

agenda, meeting facility, food and drinks. Other Entreprenasium 

students will give this afternoon’s presentation, Sven will, at the 

request of the dean, write an article and take pictures. He really 

likes photographing, which he learned from his grandfather.
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a recent study of the entreprenasium 
Foundation shows that 25% of 
higher secondary school students 
have entre preneurial skills. most 
of the entreprenasium students 
start a company during secondary 
education

The Entreprenasium Program is an innovative education program 

for secondary schools. The program offers students the opportunity 

to manage their own curriculum, as long as they meet the school’s 

learning goals and pass regular tests. Entreprenasium students are 

encouraged to take control of their curriculum and negotiate changes 

with their teachers. Almost all Entreprenasium students are commit-

ted to finish their education. Most of them with above average results. 

These results are easily explained: students are offered an educa-

tion that meets their needs. A recent study of the Entreprenasium 

Foundation shows that 25% of higher secondary school students 

have entrepreneurial skills. Most of the Entreprenasium students 

start a company during secondary education.

behAviour
The Hondsrug College hopes that entrepreneurial young people like 

Sven will find a learning environment that suits their needs. Dean 

Kees Versteeg refers to a well-known Dutch entrepreneur: Ben 

Woldring (Ben.com) Ben started his company when he was fifteen 
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years old. He founded his company despite attending classes. He 

did not find his school very supportive to his needs and interests. 

He dropped out of school and became a successful entrepreneur. 

The Entreprenasium offers a personalized learning path, encour-

ages creative and independent thinking and aims at realizing the 

potential of individual students. According to Kees Versteeg, not all 

Entreprenasium students have to become entrepreneurs

pASSion
The school started entrepreneurial teaching with a project named 

“You are the boss”. In this project, secondary school students were 

offered opportunities to develop and demonstrate their entrepre-

neurial skills while raising money for charity. At that time, only very 

few schools encouraged entrepreneurship among students and 

only a limited number of projects were available, no real curriculum. 

The results of this project were very positive. Students showed 

great commitment. The school decided that it needed to offer real 

courses and started developing them. This was the beginning of 

the Entreprenasium program in 2009.

dynn
According to secondary school students Lynn and Dorien, the 

Entreprenasium approach really motivates students, Lynn’s eyes 

shine as she tells about DYNN, the shop that she and Dorien estab-

lished. The shop sells make up articles like nail polish. “A friend of 

ours purchases the goods, we then sell the goods via the internet. 

We learn to deal with money, to invest before you can earn. We learn 

to work together, to set goals and to become more independent”. 

The project boosted their moral and self-confidence.

Student centric leArning
Entreprenasium students define their own learning objectives and 
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interests. The teaching staff help the students to commit to their 

individual learning paths while meeting the learning objectives of 

the secondary school. Teachers are regarded as learning coaches 

instead of lecturers.

rewArd
Like any change, implementing the Entreprenasium program took a 

lot of persistence. Dean Versteeg took a bottom up approach and 

asked the teachers how they wanted to implement an entrepreneur-

ial program. The teachers took the lead and wrote a proposition 

which lead to commitment from the teaching staff. During the first 

year, not all teachers responded positively to the Entreprenasium 

program. A few expressed their concerns that the program could 

lead to an increased work load. Instead, the program resulted in 

highly motivated students, which most teachers regarded as highly 

rewarding. Looking back at the first few years, Kees Versteeg can 

only conclude that the program was very successful. “It is not just 

a good program for all my students and all my teachers, but this 

group of students and teachers really love it.

pArentS
Outside of the school, the program raised questions about the 

learning methods. Do Entreprenasium students miss out on 

regular curriculum? Do they learn their basics? Recently, the 

Entreprenasium staff is able to prove that their approach works. 

On average, Entreprenasium students score significantly better on 

tests. This is a very good message to parents. During a recent PTA 

meeting most parents expressed their approval for the program. 

Their children enjoy going to school. The best example was given 

by a mother who told that her son had said, “Mom, when I wake up 

in the morning, I think, Yes, I can go back to school”. n
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the entreprenASium progrAm

The Entreprenasium Program started is in 2009, when all 

students of the Hondsrug College participated in the project: 

“You are the boss”, a project in which students had to be very 

creative and think about new ways of fund raising for charity. 

This first approach resulted in the regional “Education Award 

Drenthe 2010”

The school further committed to entrepreneurship and wrote 

several courses. The school shared their courses and the first 

few schools established the Entreprenasium foundation. The 

foundation helps the school with the implementation of the 

Entreprenasium program and a specialized agency organizes 

training for teachers.

Meanwhile the program becomes increasingly successful. 

At this moment, 16 secondary school offer the Entreprenasium 

program. 

More information can be found at www.entreprenasium.nl 

and through info@entreprenasium.nl
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